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Cabinet  

Held on Tuesday 20 March 2023 

(In person in The Salford Suite, Civic Centre, Chorley Road, Swinton, Salford)  

Present 

Paul Dennett   City Mayor 

Lead Members: 

Sharmina August              Inclusive Economy, Anti-Poverty & Equalities  
Jack Youd                         Finance and Support Services 

Executive Support Members (at the invitation of the City Mayor):  

Jane Hamilton                    Climate Change, Low Carbon & Green Agenda 

Teresa Pepper                   Education & Learning 
Hannah Robinson-Smith   Social Care & Mental Health 
 
Online (observing): Councillor Barbara Bentham; Councillor Mike McCusker; 

Councillor David Lancaster;    

 
Public attendance: Councillor Robin Garrido; MEN Journalists; two members of the 

public.      

Officers: 

Debbie Brown  Strategic Director Service Reform 

Janice Lowndes  Assistant Director People a 
Iolanda Puzio  City Solicitor 
John Searle   Strategic Director Place 

Tom Stannard  Chief Executive 
Liz Wright                           Senior Democratic Services Officer 

1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of the following elected members:  

Councillor John Merry CBE; Councillor Jim Cammell; Councillor Samantha Bellamy; 

Councillor Philip Cusack.  

2. Declarations of interest 

Councillor Bill Hinds declared his position as a member on the stadium board for 

item 5.  

3.  Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting were moved as a correct record by Councillor 

Hannah Robinson-Smith and seconded by Councillor Bill Hinds.  

Resolved: That, the minutes of the meeting held on 28.02.23 were approved as a 

correct record. 
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4. School Meals Services 

The Strategic Director Place introduced the report and highlighted the following. 

 The report outlines the request to rescind the decision of Cabinet taken on 26th 

July 2022 to raise the price of school meals by 10p and set to come into force on 
1st January 2023.   

 The Place Directorate budget would suffer a loss of £70,000 from its income if 
this price rise was not implemented.   

 The budget position was better than forecast at the time of the original decision 
and so it was decided to absorb the cost rather tan pass it onto 
parents/carers/guardians due to the impact on them during the cost of living 

crisis. 

 This report is to regularise the position and rescind the original decision. 
 

The City Mayor invited questions and comments from members and the following 

discussion was held. 

 Members commented that they were very pleased that this could be done this 

year so as to be able to support residents during the cost of living crisis and also 
to give children continued access to high quality meals (with vegan and other 
dietary options), as it was recognised that the price was still one of the lowest in 

the area. 

 Members commented that it had always been an aim that process would not be 

increased unless it was essential and this pragmatic approach was welcomed.   

 Members welcomed that school meals costs were subsidised as this allowed 

children to have access to a nutritious meal at a reasonable cost. 
 

The City Mayor acknowledged that the financial settlement from the Government had 

been better than forecast at the time of the original decision and that it was right and 

proper to rescind the original decision and not to increase the price of school meals 

this year to help residents during the cost of living crisis. 

The City Mayor read out the recommendation from the report and the report and its 

recommendations were approved. 

 

Resolved: That, The City Mayor in consultation Cabinet approved: 

 the decision to rescind he made on 26 July 2022 to increase the price of a school 

meal by 10p which was to take effect on 4th January 2023. 

 that the £70,000 income anticipated by the Citywide school meal service in 

relation to the anticipated 10p increase is funded by the City Council, to reduce 
the current subsidy that Citywide are providing to schools in relation to this 
service. 

5. Potential Purchase of the City of Salford Community Stadium, Statement of 

Intent.  

The City Mayor (CM) introduced the report and highlighted the following. 

 It was the intention of the city council to look at wholly acquiring the City of  
Salford Community Stadium (CoSCoS) to deliver a number of its strategic 
objectives. 
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 The council currently owned 50% of the stadium with 50% owned by Peel 
Holdings. 

 The objectives were set out in a Statement of Strategic Intent that was detailed in 
the report. 

 Actions being taken by the Council to ensure that the financial and other risks 

associated with the ownership and management of CoSCoS were being 
considered, including an exit strategy from the ownership arrangement if that 

proved to be necessary. 

 The background history to how Sale Sharks and Salford Red Devils were at the 

stadium and the nature of their tenure was outlined.   

  Attention was drawn to section 2.1 of the report and the particular focus on the 

importance of social value and social impact and the re-generation of the brown 
filed site on which the stadium stood. 

 A key focus was also securing continuing community use of the stadium and at 

the same time ensure best value on behalf of the city. 

 The stadium debt was £37M and shared between the city council and Peel 

Holdings, including the development finance and working capital. 

 It was highlighted that the city council held contingency monies from the monies 

paid back to it by the Stadium Company and this currently stood at £11M. 

 Peel Holdings had been pursuing the sale of the stadium for sometime and this 
was also a key driver for the decision to buy. 

 It was confirmed that this report was not asking for a decision to buy but it was a 
statement of intent. 

 The aim was to support regeneration and build social capital, with the council 
owning assets and being entrepreneurial.  

 The aim of securing a home for Salford Red Devils was highlighted as this was 
the original plan for the stadium following their move from The Willows and also 
to support the important part the club plays in the heritage of the city, having 

being in existence for 150 years this year. The work of the charitable arm of the 
club (The Foundation) was highlighted for the amount of social value it 

generated. 

 Sections 3.1 and 3.2 were highlighted as they outlined the important 
considerations for the acquisition and the impact on capital and revenue budgets. 

 The importance of the exit strategy (as outlined in section 4) was highlighted. 

 Any future decision to buy the stadium would have t fully meet any legal 

requirements. 
 

The City Mayor invited questions and comments from members and the following 

discussion was held. 

 A member commented that the SRD Foundation had provided courses and 

opportunities for over 25 years and they supported the statement of intent for the 
social value and community and voluntary sector involvement and they endorsed 

the statement. 
 

The City Mayor concluded requesting support for the statement of intent and that the 

statement lay out the city council’s aims and objectives and the factors to be 

considered in the pursuit if the purchase of the stadium and this was to be as open 

and accountable as possible with the public.   
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The City Mayor read out the recommendations from the report and the report and its 

recommendations were approved, with the support highlighted as discussed above. 

Resolved: That, The City Mayor in consultation Cabinet: 

1. Considered the report, the Statement of Strategic Intent and endorse, in-principle, 
the continuation of discussions regarding the full acquisition of the City of Salford 

Community Stadium (CoSCoS) by the City Council. 
2. Note that the proposed acquisition and the terms of such acquisition will be the 

subject to a formal report at such time that consideration of the detailed due 

diligence issues as outlined in the report have been progressed. 

6. Any other urgent business 

There were no items of any other business. 


